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the League to die, is it competent to make a will, and if
not, what then?

Germany's colonies have been taken from her on two
grounds, the comprehensive one of vae metis, aforesaid,
and secondly on the grounds that so "bloody minded'
a race are not fit to have 'native' races under them. That
is of course true, and lest we forget it, Hitlerdom has
reminded the world of that very bloody-mindness we were
forgetting. But having come to this comfortable conclusion,
we find the old dilemma raising its horns to us. As you
cannot get blood from a stone and reparations from a
bankrupt, so you cannot leave a country of sixty-five
millions and wombs that know their business, without
somewhere to expand to, amid a host of oversea neighbours.

What colonies can you give her that are of practical
use, and which mandatory is to disgorge, or hand over
its irksome task? It would hardly be suitable to give her
Palestine which has married Britain apparently for all
time. The main objection, almost the vital one, of giving
her German East again is that this particular area produces
African soldiers of considerable efficiency, who took very
kindly to German military methods, and were somewhat
hypnotised thereby.

The world does not want Germany put to the tension
of such a temptation with the memories of black troops
in the Ruhr to stimulate it. The world's peace demands
that Germany shall not have authority over a black
race of martial proclivities. But again the old * German
East* alone has territories fit for settlement in large
numbers.

All of which, however true, does not simplify the problem.
And it may be said that with a hundred good reasons why
no particular colony should be restored, yet wisdom, and
the natural law that deals with quarts and pint bottles
will keep this question alive. Without a League of Nations
cutting more ice than the present one, it is impossible to